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SUBJECT:  POLICE  THREATEN  HUNGER  STRIKE 


1.1.  (SBU)  The  National  Association  of  Police,  a union  of 
lower-level  officials  in  the  national  police  force,  declared 
a state  of  emergency  on  August  10,  threatening  a mass  hunger 
strike  if  the  GOB  did  not  agree  to  increase  police  salaries. 
No  violence  has  occurred.  During  the  first  week  of  August, 
the  GOB  granted  the  Bolivian  military  an  8 percent  pay  raise, 
while  offering  the  police  force  only  3 percent,  according  to 
police  contacts.  Police  unions  from  six  departments  -- 
Cochabamba,  Santa  Cruz,  Tarija,  Chuquisaca,  Potosi,  and  La 
Paz  --  are  meeting  currently  (afternoon  of  August  11)  with 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  police  force,  who  is 
representing  "the  GOB  side",  to  seek  agreement. 

112.  (SBU)  The  police  have  already  implemented  hunger  strikes 
in  La  Paz,  Cochabamba,  and  Santa  Cruz.  If  agreement  cannot 
be  reached,  the  police  are  threatening  a country-wide  hunger 
strike.  Police  contacts  told  post  that  they  do  not 
anticipate  any  blockades  or  violent  actions.  The  Minister  of 
Government  warned  that  police  who  violate  the  law  or  protest 
will  be  subject  to  the  National  Police  Law  and  its 
regulations.  She  added  that  the  government  would  not 
negotiate  with  the  police  under  pressure,  while  Vice 
President  Garcia  Linera  reportedly  stated  that  a further  pay 
raise  would  not  be  possible  this  year. 

13.  (SBU)  Comment:  Police  strikes  in  the  past  have  led  to 
considerable  civil  upheaval  in  Bolivia.  While  this  situation 
currently  remains  in  its  initial  phases,  it  has  the 
possibility  to  escalate.  We  will  continue  to  monitor  this 
situation  closely.  End  comment. 
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